
Medical Terminology 

Lecture 1 

Introduction to Medical Language 

Lecture Objectives 

By the end of this lecture, you should be able to: 

1. Understand the purpose and importance of medical terminology. 

2. Identify the main components of medical terms. 

3. Define and use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes. 

4. Apply basic word-building rules to form and interpret medical terms. 

o انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد ٔأًْٛخ غشض فٓى. 

o انطجٛخ نهًصطهسبد انشئٛغٛخ انًكَٕبد رسذٚذ. 

o انشبئؼخ ٔانهٕازق ٔاندزٔس انجبدئبد ٔاعزخذاو رؼشٚف. 

o ٔرفغٛشْب انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد نصٛبغخ الأعبعٛخ انكهًبد ثُبء قٕاػذ رطجٛق. 

 

1. What Is Medical Terminology? 

Medical terminology is the language of medicine — used by healthcare professionals to 

describe the human body, diseases, procedures, and treatments accurately and 

efficiently. 

 ٔالأيشاض الإَغبٌ خغى نٕصف انصسٛخ انشػبٚخ فٙ انًزخصصٌٕ ٚغزخذيٓب انزٙ - انطت نغخ ْٙ انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد

 .ٔكفبءح ثذقخ ٔانؼلاخبد ٔالإخشاءاد

Why Medical Terminology Is Important for Medical Students 

1. Understanding the Language of Medicine 

Medical terminology is the special language used in healthcare. It helps students understand the 

meaning of medical words used by doctors, nurses, and other professionals. 

➡  Example: The word “cardiology” means “the study of the heart.” 

 انكهًبد يؼبَٙ فٓى ػهٗ انطلاة رغبػذ فٓٙ. انصسٛخ انشػبٚخ يدبل فٙ رغُزخذو خبصخ نغخ ْٙ انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد

 .انًزخصصٍٛ يٍ ٔغٛشْى ٔانًًشظٌٕ الأغجبء ٚغزخذيٓب انزٙ انطجٛخ

 ."انقهت دساعخ" رؼُٙ" انقهت غت" كهًخ: يثبل  ➡

 

 



2. Accurate Communication 

Medical professionals must communicate clearly to avoid mistakes. Knowing the 

correct terms ensures that everyone understands the same thing. 

➡  Example: Saying “myocardial infarction” instead of “heart attack” in a medical 

report avoids confusion. 

 .َفغّ نلأيش اندًٛغ فٓى رعًٍ انصسٛسخ انًصطهسبد يؼشفخ. الأخطبء نزدُت ثٕظٕذ انزٕاصم الأغجبء ػهٗ ٚدت

 .النزجبط ٚدُُّت انطجٙ انزقشٚش فٙ" قهجٛخ َٕثخ" يٍ ثذلا " انقهت ػعهخ اززشبء" اعزخذاو: يثبل  ➡

 

3. Reading and Writing Medical Documents 

Students and professionals often read medical reports, patient records, and lab results. 

Medical terminology helps them read and write these documents correctly. 

 ػهٗ انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد رغبػذْى. انًخزجشاد َٔزبئح انًشظٗ ٔعدلاد انطجٛخ انزقبسٚش ٔانًٌُٕٓٛ انطلاة ٚقشأ يب غبنجاب

 .صسٛر ثشكم ٔكزبثزٓب انًغزُذاد ْزِ قشاءح

 

4. Improving Learning and Confidence 

Understanding terms makes it easier to learn subjects like anatomy, physiology, and 

pharmacology. It also builds confidence in discussions and clinical practice. 

ّٓم  انًُبقشبد فٙ انثقخ ٚؼُضص كًب. الأدٔٚخ ٔػهى الأػعبء ٔظبئف ٔػهى انزششٚر ػهى يثم يٕاد رؼهّى انًصطهسبد فٓى ٚغُ

 .انغشٚشٚخ ٔانًًبسعخ

 

5. Professionalism 

Using the correct medical terms shows professionalism and competence in the 

healthcare field. 

➡  Example: A nurse who says “hypertension” instead of “high blood pressure” 

sounds knowledgeable and precise. 

 .انصسٛخ انشػبٚخ يدبل فٙ ٔانكفبءح الززشافٛخ ػهٗ ٚذل انصسٛسخ انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد اعزخذاو

 .ٔدقخ دساٚخ ػهٗ رجذٔ" انذو ظغػ اسرفبع" يٍ ثذلا " انذو ظغػ اسرفبع" رقٕل انزٙ انًًشظخ: يثبل  ➡

 

 



2. Word Parts in Medical Terms 

Term Meaning Example Sentence 

1. Patient A person receiving medical care 

 انطجٛخ انشػبٚخ ٚزهقٗ انز٘ انشخص

The patient is waiting for the doctor. 

 .انطجٛت ُٚزظش انًشٚط

2. Diagnosis Identification of a disease 

 انًشض رسذٚذ

The doctor made a diagnosis after several tests. 

 .اخزجبساد ػذح إخشاء ثؼذ انزشخٛص إنٗ انطجٛت رٕصم

3. Treatment Medical care given to a patient 

 نهًشٚط انًقذيخ انطجٛخ انشػبٚخ

The treatment was successful. 

 .َبخسب انؼلاج كبٌ نقذ

4. Symptom A sign of illness 

 انًشض ػهٗ ػلايخ

Fever is a common symptom of infection. 

 .نهؼذٖٔ انشبئؼخ الأػشاض أزذ ْٙ انسًٗ

5. Disease An illness that affects the body 

 اندغى ٚصٛت يشض

Malaria is a common disease in tropical areas. 

 .العزٕائٛخ انًُبغق فٙ شبئغ يشض انًلاسٚب

6. Infection Invasion of the body by germs 

 ثبندشاثٛى اندغى غضٔ

The wound showed signs of infection. 

 .انؼذٖٔ ػلايبد اندشذ أظٓش

7. Medicine A substance used to treat illness 

 انًشض نؼلاج رغزخذو يبدح

Take your medicine twice a day. 

 .انٕٛو فٙ يشرٍٛ انذٔاء رُبٔل

8. Doctor A medical professional 

 غجٙ يسزشف

The doctor examined the patient carefully. 

 .ثؼُبٚخ انًشٚط ثفسص انطجٛت قبو

9. Nurse A person trained to care for the sick 

 انًشظٗ سػبٚخ ػهٗ يذسة شخص

The nurse took the patient’s blood pressure. 

 .انًشٚط دو ظغػ ثقٛبط انًًشظخ قبيذ

10. Hospital A place where people receive medical 

care 

 انطجٛخ انشػبٚخ انُبط فّٛ ٚزهقٗ يكبٌ

The ambulance took him to the hospital. 

 .انًغزشفٗ إنٗ الإعؼبف عٛبسح َقهزّ

11. Clinic A smaller medical facility 

 أصغش غجٛخ يُشأح

She works at a local health clinic. 

 .يسهٛخ صسٛخ ػٛبدح فٙ رؼًم

12. Laboratory A place for scientific experiments or 

tests 

 انؼهًٛخ الخزجبساد أٔ انزدبسة لإخشاء يكبٌ

Blood samples are tested in the laboratory. 

 .انًخزجش فٙ انذو ػُٛبد فسص ٚزى

13. Equipment Tools used for medical or lab work 

 انًخزجش٘ أٔ انطجٙ انؼًم فٙ انًغزخذيخ الأدٔاد

The lab needs new equipment for testing. 

 .نلاخزجبس خذٚذح يؼذاد إنٗ ٚسزبج انًخزجش

14. Report A written or spoken account of results 

 انُزبئح ػٍ شفٓٙ أٔ يكزٕة رقشٚش

The student submitted a report on the 

experiment. 

 .انزدشثخ ػٍ رقشٚشا انطبنت قذو

15. Sample A small part used for testing 

 نلاخزجبس ٚغزخذو صغٛش خضء

A blood sample was collected from the patient. 

 .انًشٚط يٍ دو ػُٛخ خًغ رى

16. Result The outcome of a test or study 

 انذساعخ أٔ الخزجبس َزٛدخ

The test results were positive. 

 .إٚدبثٛخ الخزجبس َزبئح ٔكبَذ

17. Record Written information or data 

 انًكزٕثخ انجٛبَبد أٔ انًؼهٕيبد

Keep accurate patient records. 

 .نهًشٚط دقٛقخ ثغدلاد اززفع

18. Procedure A set of steps to perform a task 

 يًٓخ لأداء انخطٕاد يٍ يدًٕػخ

Follow the procedure carefully. 

 .ثؼُبٚخ الإخشاء ارجغ

19. Observation Watching carefully for signs or results 

 ثؼُبٚخ انُزبئح أٔ انؼلايبد يشاقجخ

The nurse made an observation of the patient’s 

condition. 

 .انًشٚط زبنخ ثًلازظخ انًًشظخ قبيذ

20. Safety Protection from harm 

 الأرٖ يٍ انسًبٚخ

Always follow safety rules in the lab. 

ب ارجغ اً  .انًخزجش فٙ انغلايخ قٕاػذ دائ

 



Most medical terms are built from four main parts: 

 :سئٛغٛخ أخضاء أسثؼخ يٍ انطجٛخ انًصطهسبد يؼظى رزكٌٕ

Word Part Meaning Exam

ple 

Definition 

Root (word root)         Main meaning or subject  خزس 

 انًٕظٕع أٔ انشئٛغٙ انًؼُٗ  

cardi heart     انقهت 

Prefix Beginning of the word; modifies meaning 

 انًؼُٗ رؼذل انكهًخ؛ ثذاٚخ

brady- Slow     ثطٙء     

Suffix Ending of the word; indicates condition, procedure, or disease    

انًشض أٔ الإخشاء أٔ انسبنخ إنٗ رشٛش انكهًخ؛ َٓبٚخ  
-itis Inflammation 

 اشزؼبل

Combining vowel Usually o; makes the term easier to pronounce 

 انُطق فٙ أعٓم انًصطهر ٚدؼم ػبدح؛

cardi/

o 

Heart     انقهت 

3. Word-Building Rules                                     انكهًبد ثُبء قٕاػذ 

1. Root + Suffix → e.g., cardi + -itis = carditis (inflammation of the heart)      انقهت انزٓبة 

2. Root + Combining vowel + Suffix → cardi/o + -logy = cardiology           القلب أمراض  

3. Prefix + Root + Suffix → brady + cardi + -a = bradycardia (slow heart rate) 

 4. Common Word Roots 

Root Meaning Example Term Meaning 

cardi/o heart Cardiology 
انقهت أيشاض  

study of the heart 

 انقهت دساعخ

gastr/o stomach Gastrectomy 
انًؼذح اعزئصبل  

surgical removal of the stomach 

 نهًؼذح اندشازٙ العزئصبل

neur/o nerve Neurology 
 الأػصبة ػهى

study of the nervous system 

 انؼصجٙ اندٓبص دساعخ

hepat/o liver Hepatitis 
 انكجذ انزٓبة

inflammation of the liver 

 انكجذ انزٓبة

 5. Common Prefixes 

Prefix Meaning Example Definition 

a-, an- without, not anemia  without blood (low RBC count)     انذو فقش 

 (يُخفط انسًشاء انذو خلاٚب ػذد) دو ثذٌٔ

brady- slow Bradycardia 
 انقهت ثػء

slow heart rate 

 انقهت ظشثبد يؼذل ثػء

tachy- fast Tachypnea 
 انزُفظ عشػخ

rapid breathing 

 انغشٚغ انزُفظ

hyper- above, Hypertension 
 انذو ظغػ اسرفبع

high blood pressure 

 يشرفغ دو ظغػ

hypo- below, deficient 

 َبقص أدَبِ،

Hypoglycemia 
 انذو عكش َقص

low blood sugar 

 انذو فٙ انغكش َغجخ اَخفبض

 



6. Common Suffixes 

Suffix Meaning Example Definition 

-itis Inflammation          اشزؼبل  Arthritis   انًفبصم انزٓبة  inflammation of joints 

 انًفبصم انزٓبة

-logy study of biology الأزٛبء ػهى   study of life 

 انسٛبح دساعخ

-ectomy surgical removal خشازٙ اعزئصبل  Appendectomy 

 انذٔدٚخ انضائذح اعزئصبل

removal of appendix 

 انذٔدٚخ انضائذح إصانخ

-oma tumor, mass ،كزهخ ٔسو  Carcinoma ٌعشغب cancerous tumor 

 عشغبَٙ ٔسو

 

 

 


