Medical Terminology
Lecture 1

Introduction to Medical Language

Lecture Objectives
By the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

Understand the purpose and importance of medical terminology.
Identify the main components of medical terms.

Define and use common prefixes, roots, and suffixes.

Apply basic word-building rules to form and interpret medical terms.
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1. What Is Medical Terminology?

Medical terminology is the language of medicine — used by healthcare professionals to
describe the human body, diseases, procedures, and treatments accurately and
efficiently.
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Why Medical Terminology Is Important for Medical Students

1. Understanding the Language of Medicine

Medical terminology is the special language used in healthcare. It helps students understand the
meaning of medical words used by doctors, nurses, and other professionals.
= | Example: The word “cardiology” means “the study of the heart.”
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2. Accurate Communication

Medical professionals must communicate clearly to avoid mistakes. Knowing the
correct terms ensures that everyone understands the same thing.

= | Example: Saying “myocardial infarction” instead of “heart attack” in a medical
report avoids confusion.
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3. Reading and Writing Medical Documents

Students and professionals often read medical reports, patient records, and lab results.
Medical terminology helps them read and write these documents correctly.
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4. Improving Learning and Confidence

Understanding terms makes it easier to learn subjects like anatomy, physiology, and
pharmacology. It also builds confidence in discussions and clinical practice.
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5. Professionalism

Using the correct medical terms shows professionalism and competence in the
healthcare field.

= | Example: A nurse who says “hypertension” instead of “high blood pressure”
sounds knowledgeable and precise.
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2. Word Parts in Medical Terms

Term

. Patient

. Diagnosis

. Treatment
. Symptom
. Disease

. Infection

. Medicine
. Doctor

. Nurse

. Hospital

Clinic

Laboratory

Equipment

Report

Sample
Result
Record
Procedure

Observation

Safety

Meaning

A person receiving medical care
Ll e ) AL 3 (adlid)
Identification of a disease
waall aaal
Medical care given to a patient
s yall dasial) dudall dgle )
A sign of illness
Al e dade
An illness that affects the body
pll s 22 4
Invasion of the body by germs
il ) 958
A substance used to treat illness
wasall glal aadiod sala
A medical professional
A person trained to care for the sick
u.a.b)d‘ @LGJ ui& &yl UM
A place where people receive medical
care
) Al ) (puldl) 4 AL (S
A smaller medical facility
Sual dds slida
A place for scientific experiments or
tests
dalad) LYY o Qe o) aY olsa
Tools used for medical or lab work
A g (adal) Jand) A Asadioial) i gaY)
A written or spoken account of results
Ul ge 4l ) qgisa 8

A small part used for testing
SR adlliy s 5
The outcome of a test or study
duw) Al g LAY Ao
Written information or data
4 gikal) clilad) of cila glaal)
A set of steps to perform a task
daga ¢10Y @ ghadl) (ha de gana
Watching carefully for signs or results
Ay guilill) of ciladlad) 480 ya

Protection from harm
N dglaad)

Example Sentence
The patient is waiting for the doctor.
dlal) JBIL (2 sall
The doctor made a diagnosis after several tests.
QLR B o) )t padddl) ) quadal) Jua
The treatment was successful.
Lol z 3l ols ad
Fever is a common symptom of infection.
s 9aadl ALl () oY) sl A aad)
Malaria is a common disease in tropical areas.
A i) (ghaliall (A aild (i s LDl
The wound showed signs of infection.
sl cldle 7l ek
Take your medicine twice a day.
293 (B G w9l J gl
The doctor examined the patient carefully.
Aging (sl sal) (andy cuplal) old
The nurse took the patient’s blood pressure.
The ambulance took him to the hospital.
il ) e 8 e 4Gl

She works at a local health clinic.
Aglas Laa e b Jars
Blood samples are tested in the laboratory.
oAl B Al clie (el Ay

The lab needs new equipment for testing.
A Baa Gilara ) pliag i)
The student submitted a report on the
experiment.
AT e ) Gl o8
A blood sample was collected from the patient.
02 all (e pd Ade pan
The test results were positive.
Alag) JLEAY) il cils g
Keep accurate patient records.
Lo pall dBBa My Jadia)
Follow the procedure carefully.
Agling o) ) al
The nurse made an observation of the patient’s
condition.
Lo sal) Al AiadMay duaa jaall caald
Always follow safety rules in the lab.
odidal) b Aadlad) ae) ¢B Laily asl



Most medical terms are built from four main parts:
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Word Part Meaning Exam Definition
ple
Root (word root) s | Main meaning or subject ‘ cardi | heart <l
£ 5agall gl (pmuri ) nall
Prefix Beginning of the word; modifies meaning brady- | Slow sk
riral) Jand cdalsl) 4y
Suffix Ending of the word; indica@es conditipn, procedure, or disease -itis Inflammation
asall gl sy o) Aladl ) sl edalsl) 4l Jlaiisf
Combining vowel Usually o; makes the term easier to pronounce cardi/ | Heart <ll
(sl gﬁ Jeil rdhaal) Jaas 82le | 0
3. Word-Building Rules Clalsl) oLy a0 68

1. Root + Suffix — e.g., cardi + -itis = carditis (inflammation of the heart) il gl
2. Root + Combining vowel + Suffix — cardi/o + -logy = cardiology il ) sal
3. Prefix + Root + Suffix — brady + cardi + -a = bradycardia (slow heart rate)

4. Common Word Roots

Root Meaning Example Term Meaning
cardi/o heart Cardiology study of the heart
Qldl) ) sal lal) A o
gastr/o stomach Gastrectomy surgical removal of the stomach
dazal) Jlaiiu dazall Al ad) Juaiiuy)
neur/o nerve Neurology study of the nervous system
Glacy) ale and) gl A
hepat/o liver Hepatitis inflammation of the liver
) gl ) gl

5. Common Prefixes

Prefix Meaning Example Definition
a-, an- without, not anemia a4 _dé without blood (low RBC count)
(Uaddda ¢) paall adll LMA 232) a3 G
brady- | slow Bradycardia slow heart rate
Gl play QA iy pua Jana pday
tachy- fast Tachypnea rapid breathing
ouditl) ds pu é,,uul\ i)
hyper- above, Hypertension high blood pressure
hypo- below, deficient Hypoglycemia low blood sugar
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6. Common Suffixes

Suffix
-itis

-logy
-ectomy

-0ma

Meaning
Inflammation Juidl

study of
surgical removalal s Juaiiul

tumor, mass 4L «a g

Example
Arthritis Jaaldall cilgdl)

biology sba¥/ ale
Appendectomy

33,540 53031 et
Carcinoma Gl s

Definition
inflammation of joints
Jraldall cilgal)
study of life
SHAM Lnbé
removal of appendix
a0 9l B3l 3 A 30
cancerous tumor
e a9



